366	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
"Sing it well and you shall have some wine," Heart's
Delight told her.
Welcome Spring took a cup of wine and said to Plum
Blossom: "Now, Sister, no more tempers. Drink this cup of
wine from your mother's hand."
This made Plum Blossom laugh. "You little strumpet I"
she said, "how dare you call yourself my mother? Miss Yii;
don't sing that song. Sing: 'The river is in flood, and the
water has reached my door.' "
Miss Yu took her lute and sang the first line: The flowers
are dainty and the moon delightful,' They enjoyed their wine.
When Hsi-mSn Ch'ing returned from the wharf where he
had visited Ts'ai, P'ing An said: "A messenger has been
from Captain Ho to ask you to go early to the office to-morrow.
Some robbers have been arrested, and they a*e to be tried.
Prefect Hu has sent a hundred copies of the new calendar;
and General Ching, a pig, a jar of wine, and four packets of
silver. I gave them to brother-in-law, and he took them to
the inner court. We did not send a card in return because the
servant said he would call again this evening. I gave a return
card and a ch'ien of silver to his Lordship Hu's servant.
Your kinsman, Master Ch'iao, has sent a card asking you to
take wine with him to-morrow."
Then Tai An came, bringing a return card from Sung.
"I took the things to his office," the boy said. "His Excellency
said he would settle up with you to-morrow, and he gave me
and the men five ch'iens of silver and a hundred copies of the
new calendar."
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing went into the great hall. Ch'un Hung
F hurried to warn Plum Blossom and the others.
"Are you still drinking?" he said. "Father has come
back."
"What if he has, you little southerner?" Plum Blossom
said. "He won't interfere with us. The ladies are not at home
and he won't come here."
They went on drinking and joking, and nobody left the
party. Hsi-m£n Ch'ing went to the Moon Lady's room. Aunt
Wu and the nuns went to the adjoining room. Flute of Jade
took? his clothes and got something ready for him to eat.

